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of this educational effort and who would, perhaps, suc-
ceed far better in work which would prepare them, let
us say, for employment in an office. Our diagnosis in
regard to this boy's lack of ability for manual tasks was
in accord with the reports given us by his manual training
teachers. One of them said in regard to Melvin that the
boy had to be shown what to do step by step, and then
the instructor had to stand over him to see that he did
it. Although he had been given a considerable amount
of individual help, he was unable to carry out any plan-
ning by himself. He showed no initiative or originality
in the work, no ability to use material in a rational way.
The teacher himself felt confident that the boy would
never be successful at this type of work.

With his inadequate school training because of his
excessive truancy, the boy really was unfitted for any
employment. He had previously been placed at jobs
that were along the line of his greatest incapacity. He
worked in factories and had not been successful. Once
he had been placed, through his probation officer, in a
carpenter shop. We can easily see what should have
been done in this case. Instead of the time devoted to
shop work, the boy should have had intensive training
in writing and number work, or something of a type
which would have made it possible for him to succeed
at clerical work, or at least in some position where he
would not have had to do skilled manual work.

Case 27. A record can be given of a few tests which
show extreme difficulty in solving problems with concrete
material, unaccompanied by poor psychomotor control,
and in great contrast to results on other types of tests.

Alexander T., 13 years and 9 months of age, was a
serious boy who made great efforts to do well all that
was asked of him. He worked persistently and with
good powers of attention. In spite of Ms earnest en-